
 

 

News from the Nest 
Jan. 3-7 – For Staff  
 

 
Spotlight on Learning: The View from 
Room 315 

 
Outside our door is a poster that 
communicates a key belief in room 315 - 
Diversity is our Strength. Every day in 
the ELL room we are reminded of the 
incredible diversity of life experiences 
that our students bring with them. 
Language is sometimes a minor 
consideration when we consider the 
needs of our students and the kinds of 
supports that are needed for them to be 
successful. Culture is certainly an 
important consideration, but it’s the 
incredible diversity of life experiences 
that we have noticed as a major factor in 
how our students fare in the classroom; 
how they learn, how they approach learning, and their educational goals (“Graduation, miss”). Our caseload 
includes children of temporary foreign workers, permanent residents, refugees, and international students. 
Our students come from wealth and poverty; some have gone from wealth to poverty as they had to leave 
everything behind in their move(s). They come from high-level education systems and private schools, 
minimally funded public schools, and limited and interrupted education. In this room we can hear their 
unique stories, and our compassion grows along with our 
commitment to expand our understanding of equitable 
practices - and for this we are so grateful. 
 
Meet Our Newest ELL Hawks  

 
Mark was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt. 
Because of war, his mother left South Sudan 
to “find a safe life for her children.” Mark 
attended St. Andrew’s school at Stars 
Refugee Services, where instruction was provided in both Arabic and English. His favorite 
activity is football (soccer), and he plans to join the Mouat soccer team next year. He 
moved here with his mother, brother, and cousin. They moved for a “better education and 
a safe life with no racism.” He explained that “they [some Egyptians] were beating us 

[Sudanese] and insulting us for no reason”, and that the law was not protecting them. He is enjoying life in 
Canada and has already met many friends. The only bad thing about life in Canada - “Expensive!” 
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Harinder is a grade 9 student who joined Mouat 3 weeks ago. She moved from the Punjab 
state in India where she attended a private school. She received instruction in Punjabi, Hindi, 
and English. Her father came to Canada two years ago on a work permit. Covid prevented her 
and mother from coming at that time. Covid also prevented Harinder from attending grade 8, 
but she feels ready to meet the challenge of going from grade 7 to grade 9. If a positive 
attitude can do it, then she’s right! Her father wanted to come to Canada for new 
opportunities. She says the biggest difference between school in India and Canada is, “In India, 
there are no phones, we wear uniforms, there are 8 subjects at one time. We have only books 
and notebooks; no computers - and there is more discipline in India!” 

 
 
Chatter High Contest 
ChatterHigh, Let’s Talk Science and Skills Canada are thrilled to congratulate WJ Mouat Secondary on being 
crowned Canada's Most Informed School on the AAAA leaderboard for Let’s Talk Careers: Canada’s Most 
Informed School Competition.  
  
During this online competition, students, parents, and teachers from WJ Mouat Secondary explored an 
incredible 59,566 post-secondary and career web pages. Notably, your students will have gained invaluable 
knowledge around STEM and trade occupations from Let’s Talk Science and Skills Canada.  
  
Thank you to our lead teacher Paul Gill and supporting teachers Mark Thiessen, Trish Roberts, Sebastian 
Gibson, and Carissa Monds. A virtual celebration will occur in January 2022 where we will receive the 
division Championship banner. Say tuned….  
   
Simultaneously, Canada’s Most Informed Student leaderboard was running where students had the 
potential to earn bursaries ranging from $10-$200 for achieving correct answers. Due to the phenomenal 
exploration of students from coast to coast the $20,000 prize pot was depleted two days before the 
competition end date. We are excited to share that an astounding 66 students from Mouat have earned a 
bursary. 
$200: Sheryl K, Jashanpreet S, Karl G 
$120: Jacob M, Kathy W, Sunaina S, Seerat W, Jioncey E, Aerich A, Megan R, 
Jasleen B, Vinay S, Ella P, Yash V, Nikhil D 
$100: Victoria T, Munsimran S, Tavleen S, Lillia H, Roman C, Pari N, Guntas B, 
Angelina Y, Ravneet S, Hiroki D, Samuel O, Tajin D, Gabriella A, Breanna T, Aryan 
K, Sienna O, Jannat M, Gurleen K, Jasmine S, Kexin Q, Karanveer S 
$20: Ranjot S, Josiah L, Amira U, Karamvir S, Tej J, Samuel M, Ramneek B, 
Landon O, Parneet B, Akashdeep P, Karandeep S, Joshua L, Dena S, Pitika G 
$10: Vikram G, Elisa K, Kaylee W, Micah M, Ameira M, Diya B, Tarandeep S, 
Eshan A, Jake D, Kento H, Jaskeerat D, Puneet G, Armaan C, Mohamed Khir A, 
Karamvir S, Jasmeen G 
 These students have taken a tremendous initiative to explore for their future 
and we wanted to make some noise for their efforts.   
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Music Concert, Entrepreneurship, and Artisan Market 
The final week before Winter Break the hallways were full of students 
implementing their business plans and selling products like desserts, 
lanyards, Bubble Tea and more for their Entrepreneurship class.  Even 
more students signed up for the Artisan Market coordinated by Sr. 
Leadership and showcased their incredible talents with art glass, canvas 
paintings, hand-crafted jewelry, hand-made treats, heat warmers and 
more.  And finally, the week was capped off with LIVE music once again 
vibrating throughout the hallways and gym featuring our Jr. and Sr. Jazz 
Band, Jr. and Sr. Concert Band, Choir and Jazz Quintet.   It was lovely to 
see students bring to life Christmas music, and the spirit of the season.  
Kudos to all the parents for early morning drop offs and late-night rides home.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sustainability of Fashion in Textiles 11/12 and Specialized Science 12 
Students have been exploring the Sustainability of Fashion in the Textiles 11/12 and Specialized Science 12 
classes.  On Thursday and Friday, Mrs. Nera, and Mrs. LeClerc combined classes into two different groups to 
do two activities.   Half of the Spec Sci 12 students will do a repurposing activity with Mrs. LeClerc with half 
her class in Room 158.  The remaining students will do a Fabric Lab with Mrs. Nera in the Learning 
Commons.   
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Abbotsford Police City Tournament - Congrats Sr. Boys Basketball 
Congratulations to our Senior Boys Basketball team who took on 
the “New Kids on the Block” Robert Bateman Secondary in the 
finals of the Abbotsford Police City Tournament on Saturday night 
at 8pm.  Down at the end of the first quarter, the boys rebounded 
and drove hard to recapture the lead at half time and never looked 
back!  MVP shout out to Armaan Sandhu # 9.  
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Coming Up Next Week   

All Week: 

• Grad Photos Jan. 4-8 
o Only 1 grad at a time, follow 

instructions at the main door 
(no groups, no waiting, no 
coming with a friend) 

Monday, January 3 

• No School 
Tuesday, January 4 

• No School 

• Dry Grad Meeting Virtually  
o See email with link 

• Sr. Girls Basketball @ RE Mountain  

• Sr. Boys Basketball vs Abby Sr.  
o No Spectators for all games 

Wednesday, January 5 

• School for those who RSVPed 

• Gr. 9 BBall @ Hansen  

• Jr. Girl BBall vs Bateman 5 

• Sr. Girls Bball vs Walnut Grove 

• Jr. Boys Bball @ Bateman  
o No spectators for all games 

Thursday, January 6 

• School for those who RSVPed  

• Sr. Boys Bball @ Walnut Grove  
o No Spectators 

Friday, January 7 

• School for those who RSVPed 


